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Developing aclimate adaptation

actionplanifor St. Albert

THE CHALLENGE Author
The Earth'’s climate is changing. The impact is being felt across St. Albert Calvin Kwan, BA, BCom
with longer and hotter summers, shorter and milder winters, and more Project Assistant,
extreme weather threatening residents’ livelihoods and the use of municipal All One Sky Foundation
infrastructure and services.
THE SOLUTION

. . DOWNLOAD
A climate adaptation risk assessment and plan were needed to address these
challenges. Evaluating the climate science and drawing on local knowledge, a St. Albert's Climate
number of relevant climate impacts were identified for the City of St. Albert. Adaptation Plan
Projected changes will be both positive and negative. Impacts with negative Forthcoming fall 2022

effects are called climate risks, whereas those that offer benefits are called
climate opportunities.

Actions were identified to address priority climate risks and opportunities
that impact St. Albert’'s communities, resources, services, and infrastructure.
Actions were then prioritized to ensure effective implementation and create
positive changes that build city-wide resilience.

CITY OF ST. ALBERT

0
Edmonton

priori

19RISKS OPPO

/6

priority

ITIES

With 65,000 residents,

St. Albert is the second-

largest city in the Edmonton
Metropolitan Region. Founded
over 150 years ago as a Métis
community, it is home to many

Actions were grouped into 4 pillars, each with a guiding principle and list of Indigenous and provincial

historical sites. Known for

objectives to guide the implementation of associated actions. .
its parks and green spaces,

A vision statement was articulated to inspire the plan's development and St. Albert is also home to
implementation: “St. Albert is a safe, healthy, and prosperous community that the largest outdoor farmer's
supports its environment, infrastructure, and water resources in adapting to market in Western Canada.

and minimizing the adverse impacts of climate change.”



Climate Adaptation Challenge in St. Albert

OUTCOMES
The Climate Adaptation Challenge produced:
» City of St. Albert Climate Adaptation Plan.

» Alist of relevant plans, policies, and bylaws to
help the City manage priority climate impacts.

* Increased education on local climate patterns,
climate impacts, and necessary actions to
address impacts on St. Albert.

» Asense of urgency for the City to take action
to manage climate impacts on St. Albert

» Successful collaboration between city staff and
local stakeholders through public engagement
workshops and sessions

LESSONS LEARNED

Responding to community needs and concerns:
Results from public engagement sessions
displayed an interesting finding in the high priority
climate impacts that were identified. Participants
rated the consequences of freezing rain much
higher than expected, second only to the risk

of heat waves. Freezing rain may have been

top of mind for participants, as St. Albert was
experiencing multiple freezing rain events at the
time of these sessions.

THE CLIMATE ADAPTATION CHALLENGE

The Climate Adaptation Challenge provided free
support for Alberta municipalities to understand the
local impacts of climate change and to address the
forecasted changes.

Using the Climate Resilience Express planning
guide as a framework, participating communities
received direct support identifying climate risks
and opportunities, projecting future impacts, and
prioritizing actions to build climate resilience.
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Integrating climate resilience into strategic
planning: The majority of recommended actions
can be integrated into the City's existing plans,
policies, and programs. This prevents the need
to create new projects and allows actions to be
initiated in a timely manner.

Engagement during a pandemic: Despite the
inability to meet in person, due to COVID-19,
stakeholders were effectively engaged online.
Sessions were hosted on the platform Miro and
participants were able to grasp its functions
relatively easily. Participants were highly engaged
and offered many useful ideas and thoughts on
how to manage the local climate impacts.

Public engagement and demonstrating municipal
leadership: Overall, this project revealed a

shared interest and unified agreement between
City staff and local stakeholders to be proactive

in addressing climate change. Following a
presentation of the Climate Adaptation Plan,

local stakeholders asked a number of questions
to ensure city staff would be accountable to the
recommended actions.

Delivered by All One Sky Foundation and the
Municipal Climate Change Action Centre, a partnership
of Rural Municipalities of Alberta,

Alberta Municipalities and the Government of Alberta.
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https://www.allonesky.ca/climate-resilience-express
https://www.allonesky.ca
https://mccac.ca

